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We all thank Larry and Dorothy Lucas for hosting our 
Spring Fling luncheon at their home on Mar. 16.  Our vice 
president, Karen MaGruder, did a great job of putting to-
gether this annual function.  The golfers had a good time 
on the Par 3 course with lunch following.  Neal Mattson 
pushed through the crowds to forge for our food at Cost-
co.  Once again Larry organized the golf game and every-
one enjoyed our group of yachters being together again. 

As we close out another wonderful season of travel 
together we wish the best to all of those who will be trav-
eling near and far for the summer.  Wonderful times have 
been enjoyed by all who went on our outings through 
out this winter.  Be mindful of those places we can travel 
to next year and gather  information to share with all to 
prepare for our monthly outings next season, 2020-2021. 
Healthy, happy and safe travels to all and looking forward 
to the next season to be together again. 
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Passages

Marlin J. Metcalf
October 26, 1922 – February 27, 2020

Marlin J. Metcalf, age 97, passed away in Thousand 
Palms, California on February 27, 2020. 

Marlin was born in Hooker, Oklahoma on October 26, 
1922, attended local schools and graduated from Hooker 
High School in 1940. He attended the Panhandle A&M 
College and married his high school sweetheart, Bathena 
Rider, in January 1943. 

In WW II, Marlin served with the US Army’s legendary 
82nd Airborne Division, having fought in France, Belgium, 
Holland, Luxembourg and Germany.

In 1955 the Metcalfs moved to West Glacier, Montana 
with a new addition to the family, their daughter Melissa 
Metcalf. For the next 45 years he managed a motel, operat-
ed a wilderness outfitter business, was the general manager 
of the West Glacier Golf Course, managed a snow mobile 
business, operated the golf cart concession at the Buffalo 
Hills Country Club and worked for the Montana Highway 
Department.

Marlin moved to Tri Palm Estates in 2002 and was a 
member of the Second Season Golf Club. He loved golf 
and everyone in the club loved him. Marlin played golf 
six days a week except Sunday. After each round he could 
be found at the patio with his golf buddies. It is estimated 
that he played approximately 2,500 rounds during his 18 
years in the park and at least 500 times, if not more, he 
shot a score under his age, a truly remarkable accomplish-
ment. 

In his storied, heroic and well-lived 97 years, Marlin 
Metcalf was blessed with many talents and uncommon 
good health.  For those of us who were equally blessed 
to know him, his hallmark was an always ready smile, 
accompanied by a warm personal greeting and a firm, 
sincere handshake. 

Marlin was a man’s man. Unassuming and humble 
about his many accomplishments, as most members of the 
Greatest Generation usually are.  These rare qualities were 
what endeared him to those of us who knew him.  The 
aura of contentment for a life well lived, exhibited in the 
simple pleasures of a round of golf, played at a level that 
most men half his age envied.  And then, almost always 
followed by cigar, a beverage and simple conversation that 
inevitably included, “how’d you play today?”

A Celebration of Life is planned for November 2020.
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Ken Spence
September 21, 1924 – March 15, 2020

We have lost a good man, friend and neighbor.  Kenny, 
as we call him, passed away peacefully at 94 years old.  He 
served this country proudly in World War II.  He owned 
and ran his bicycle shop for many years and moved to Tri 
Palm about ten years ago from Palm Desert Greens. He 
gave up tennis some time ago and played golf with his 
buddies until he and his wife, Maxine, moved to Corona 
about a year ago. He will be missed, may Kenny rest in 
peace. 

Meredith H. Ulbricht (Merdy)
September 5, 1935- February 19, 2020

Meredith went to be with the Lord surrounded by her 
loving family. She and Wally spent over 30 years in Tri 
Palm Estates. They were very active in the club activities 
as well as helping with the winter PGA golf tournaments 
and volunteering at the McCallum Theater. She and Wally 
were married 64 years and were friends with many in the 
park.

Shenandoah Bible Fellowship Church 

We will not be having Bible fellowship during the 
summer. We are planning on returning to Tri Palm 
Estates in the Fall. We feel blessed to have a new pastor. 
His name is David Seifert, he came from Madesto Ca.

We will meet, starting in the fall, every Sunday 
morning in the Clubhouse at 11 a.m.

We have an open invitation for you to come and ex-
perience the joy of Bible-based Christian church fellow-
ship with us.

Should you need further information, please feel 
free to call one of our council members:  Harland Wold 
760-343-7205, David & Joan O’Berry 760-413-1792 or
Jerry & Judy Shallenberger 760-343-5392

Have a blessed summer.
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