
Who’s Lived in Tri Palm Estates the Longest?
Let’s travel together back in time.  
Imagine when your plot of land did not 
have a home on it……. imagine when the 
acreage of Tri Palm Estates was barren 
and was simply an extension of the desert 
next door.  Not there?…….keep trying to 
imagine a time when the coyotes that are 
now trying to reclaim their land roamed 
freely and food was plentiful. Finally, 
there --- good! Now imagine we are 
back in 1966 when the owners, Mobilife 
Corporation, bussed potential buyers in 
from Los Angeles, when lots were selling 
for $4000, when there was only one tract, 
when there was only one golf course (Par 
3), when there was a free private micro-
wave television receiving system, and 
when there was a recreation supervisor 
whose job it was to encourage participa-
tion in all forms of recreation and sports. 

Can’t go that far back?  Well, one resident 
can.  Let’s go back and relive those days 
with her. Once upon a time there was a 
17-year-old girl (born in St. Paul, Minn.) 
who met a handsome young man at a 
dance.  After one dance, she told her girl-
friend she was going to marry that man 
who was in the Army and shortly to leave 
for the war. Sure enough, on her fourth 
date (20 months later) she married Earl 
and they proceeded to have two sons and 
one daughter. They moved from Minne-
sota to North Dakota and then to Spokane 
in search of work.  In Spokane, they heard 
of carpenters being hired in Indio so they 
moved their mobile home there and then 
later they learned of lots being sold for 
mobile homes in Thousand Palms.  They 
checked it out and had to walk on sand 
from Cody to Westchester to view a lot 
for sale in the third tract that was being 
developed.  They purchased it for $3300 

but had to wait a while before they could 
move their mobile home here as West-
chester had not yet been paved.  The cost 
to move their mobile home from Indio 
was $75. Water was purchased from the 
developer from their water wells and the 
monthly maintenance fees were $24.50 
which included sewer.  

At that time one of the adults had to be 50 
years or older to live here and have no chil-
dren under the age of 16 (their daughter 
was 17).  A family section (tracts 5 and 
6 - with pool and other amenities) was 
developed with no restrictions on age.  
The Clubhouse had only one pool and 
children could only swim there between 
the hours of 1 to 3.  

The resident that is being referred to in 
this article is none other than Fern Hubrig 
who unfortunately lost her beloved 
husband after 54 years of marriage.  
She has lived here since Sept. 23, 1969 
which will translate as of April 1, 2017 
to   47 years, 6 months, 9 days OR 570 
months 9 days OR 2,479 weeks 4 days OR 
416,568 hours OR 24, 994,080 minutes 
OR 1,499,644,800 seconds.  She remains 
very active in the community and for the 
last ten years the pinochle players have 
been the happy recipients of her home-
made cookies twice a week.  She has 
seen many changes in our park over the 
years, some good and some bad, but she 
remains positive and encourages others 
to also do the same.  Her advice to her 
fellow residents is to “enjoy life and get 
out of their homes to enjoy the many 
activities that are available”.   

--Alice Tibbetts

Fern  Hubrig 
here since Sept. 23, 1969
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TPUOA Office: 32-851 Desert Moon Drive
Phone:   760-343-5256 Fax:  760-343-1828
Hours:  Mon–Fri, 9 a.m.–4 p.m.
Email: tpuoa.tpe@gmail.com
Happenings Editor: Pam Treece ptreece.tpuoa@gmail.com
Advertising Sales: Marcee Williams 760-343-5256
Photographer:  Sharon Cuddihy flaggirl46@earthlink.net

• Happenings is published monthly October–April by Tri 
Palm Unified Homeowners Association.

• Submission deadline is the 15th of each month prior to 
publication. 

• Send articles and ads to: tpuoahappenings@gmail.com.

Tri Palm Estates
Business Office:  32-700 Desert Moon Drive
Phone:   760-343-3497    Fax: 760-343-2951 
Office Hours: Mon–Fri: 9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Lunch Hours:  12:30 –1:30 p.m.
Email: shenandoahoffice@gmail.com

Administrative Staff:
John Manack, General Manager Ext. 308
Lizela Rivera, Accounts Payable Ext. 302
Sharon O’Toole, Accounts Receivable Ext. 304
Pro Shop 760-343-3669
Non-Pro Shop Hours–Emergencies Ext. 309
Restaurant Reservations Ext. 310

Community Resources
Emergency Fire Department & Sheriff 911
Report suspicious activity 951-776-1099 x5 
Non-emergency Sheriff 760-836-3215 or 760-836-1600
Non-emergency T.P. Fire Dept. 760-343-3321
Highway Patrol 760-772-8911
Highway Patrol Night/Weekends 760-772-8900
Animal Control 866-493-7387
Cable TV: Time Warner 760-340-2225
Electric:  Imperial Irrigation 800-303-7756
Gas: So. Cal. Gas Co. 800-427-2200
Telephone: Verizon 800-483-4000
Trash Disposal: Burrtec (Thu Pick-up) 760-340-2113
Water/Sewer: Coachella Valley Water Dist. 760-398-2651
Thousand Palms Library 760-343-1556
Graffiti Hotline 760-778-8469
Code Enforcement 760-393-3344
Street Light Repair 760-398-5860



Reminders:
Rental Property Process

If you are a property owner renting one 
or more properties in the 55+ community 
of Tri Palm Estates, this is to remind you 
that age verification forms for all individ-
uals who will reside at the property and 
copies of rental contracts must be in the 
TPUOA office before your tenants are 
eligible to move in. This requirement has 
been forgotten or is being overlooked in 
a growing number of instances. The age 
verification forms are available in the 
office and on the website tpuoa.net. 

Also, it seems that tenants are not 
routinely informed about property main-
tenance standards, underage guests 
and other regulations. When tenants 
run afoul of CC&Rs or other regulations, 
the property owner is held responsible 
and subject to fines, not the tenants. To 
inform renters about living in Tri Palm 
and to avoid unpleasant consequences, 
landlords should use the Property 
Owner’s Handbook and Maintenance 
Standards available in the TPUOA office 
or at tpuoa.net.

Security

During the summer months when owners 
are away, please be aware of suspicious 
or unauthorized persons “taking care of” 
or “cleaning up” unkempt properties.

This may be an indication of unautho-
rized persons moving into a property 
illegally. Contact TPUOA.

Vehicle Parking

Cars must be parked on the street or in a 
designated driveway.

Vehicles cannot be parked on lawns or 
block emergency access to the home.

President’s Message from Nancy Day 
An Issue That Won’t Go Away
To many Tri Palm residents, the golf course lakes are a right they hold dear: a soothing 
change from the desert all around us and an emotional connection to the resident 
domestic waterfowl.

To Juan Martinez, Golf Course Superintendent, they are a constant pull on his main-
tenance crew and his state-dictated water allotment: three types of algae to combat, 
contaminated soil from the waterfowl, and massive quantities of water to maintain 
even partial fills. 

Martinez’ article elsewhere in this issue explains the lakes’ maintenance needs. Here 
I want to point out the lakes’ constant heavy water consumption and ask if we are 
being good stewards of a critical natural resource with our attachment to those lakes. 

It takes 96,000 gallons of water to fill the small lake on the Millennium Course’s Hole 
13 on Laura. At the current minimal level of evaporation into the air, it requires filling 
every three days. In the summer, evaporation empties it every day. On the Par 3 
course, the lake on Holes 7 and 8 requires 11.5 million gallons every year. It takes 40 
hours and 480,000 gallons to almost fill it. Tri Palm Estates exceeded its annual water 
allocation of 139,400,000 gallons last fall after over-seeding.

According to Martinez “If we continue to use at this rate, the state will tell us to 
reduce turf.” That presents a tough choice: water the lakes or the golf course grass. 
Golf turf would have to be given up to preserve all 13 lakes.

In Palm Desert, Ironwood Country Club will remove 40 acres of turf, an amount equal 
to four times TPE’s entire Par 3 course. Any new courses built today are allotted 85 
acres of turf. Our courses have 124 acres of turf. The popular golf course in Borrego 
Springs will do no over-seeding this year allowing turf to decline to a supportable 
level. 

Even with this winter’s greater-than-normal rainfall that relieved the drought to some 
degree, the water use issue won’t go away. At some point Kort & Scott (owner of the 
recreational facilities) will face decisions to balance costs: lakes, turf, water, mainte-
nance and monthly resident fees. 

TPUOA Homeowners’ Meeting
Saturday, April 8 at 10 a.m. 

This is your TPUOA (Tri Palm Unified Owners Association) Homeowners’ meeting 
in the Clubhouse Hall. Come, meet your neighbors and share your thoughts for the 
good of Tri Palm Estates. Also, great donuts!

Question: I can bring a smile to your face, a tear to your eye, 
or even a thought to your mind, but I can’t been seen.  What am I?

Answer:  Memories.
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Tri Palm Golf Course Lakes
Juan Martinez, Golf Superintendent 
Here at Tri Palm, we have 13 lakes that enhance the look and 
play of the courses.   These lakes, however, require mainte-
nance and strategic planning to ensure they do not become a 
disadvantage to the golf course community.

At Tri Palm, we have a few types of algae that are an area of 
concern. The first type causes pea colored water and is caused 
by heavy planktonic algae.  The second is present in the milky 
gray or chocolate colored waters and is often caused by heavy 
runoff from silt and sediment. Finally, the last type is present 
in the stained brown or black colored water and is caused by 
heavy leaf litter at the bottom of the lake.   

Aeration is key to maintaining healthy lakes.  Here at Tri Palm, 
no aeration was built into the lakes when they were created 
nearly 50 years ago, and none has been added, creating a more 
intense demand for maintenance. 

Another challenge we face is the use of vast amounts of water to 
maintain appropriate levels within the lakes. The daily depletion 
of water levels results from evaporation as well as percolation 
into the soil beneath the lake liners. Despite recently larger 
than normal amounts of rain received in the valley, we have had 
to use over 4.5 acre feet of water to maintain subpar capacity 
within the lakes. This is equivalent to almost 1.5 million gallons 
of water pumped in a month.  

California is still under a drought declaration with strict water 
allocations. We have an opportunity as a community to come 
together to deal responsibly with our water use in a way that 
will benefit our golf course and the entire state. 

Facility Maintenance
Juan Alcantara, Facilities Manager
This issue is focused on the history of Tri Palm Estates. Man, if 
the Clubhouse walls could talk! 

Personally, after my 16 years of history at this facility and having 
gone through three or four management companies, I consider 
myself somewhat of an old fossil. From serving as a waiter then 
bartending, I’m still serving along with my staff through Facility 
Maintenance. 

Thank you all for another successful season here at Tri Palm 
Estates. My staff and I really appreciate all of you who pointed 
things out; gave us your comments, guidance and encourage-
ment. Now as you prepare to head back home, the job for us 
here is to prepare the facility for your return. 

Safe travels and we will see you all back soon. Cheers!

Friendly Reminder – Be sure to 
trim your palm trees between 

June 1 and July 15.

TPUOA Board Meeting
 ɣ Wednesday, April 5, 8:30 a.m.
 ɣ TPUOA Office—32851 Desert Moon Drive
 ɣ You’re invited!
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Second Season Golf Club (SSGC) 
Dave “DJ” Johnson, President 

Wow, it’s April already and many of our members are packing 
up their golf clubs for their sojourn north. Travel safely; post 
those rounds; and watch for email updates for the 2017-2018 
season. We have a full tournament schedule plus much more.  

Team Canada won back the Ryder Cup from Team USA with 
a final score Canada 27 - USA 23. 

After two days of grueling play, congrats to Bill Bowling our 
Gross champion, and Larry Thurston our Net champion in the 
Club Championship.  Bill and Larry will represent the SSGC in 
the Southern California Golf Association Tournament of Cham-
pions later in 2017. Both the Club Championship and Ryder 
Cup had food catered by the Rendezvous Restaurant. Thanks 
to Tina and her staff for excellent food and service!

Our final tournament, the Desert Shootout was held March 
23, after this article went to press. Brats and beverages were 
provided to all SSGC players at Gary “Q” Quickstad’s house. 

Any member interested in running for board of directors 
positions should contact Dave Thomas or myself. Elections will 
be held later in 2017 for the 2018 year. Please also remember 
that SSGC invites all new and existing homeowners to join our 
golf club. We have a great club with a full slate of tournaments 
open to players of all abilities. 

Finally, thank you to Dave Thomas for a great season of tour-
naments, John Manack and Juan Martinez for a golf course in 
superb condition, and finally for our members for filling those 
divots and repairing those ball marks on the greens. 

Tee’m high and let’m fly, and see you all next year!  

Tri Palm Men’s Golf Club 
Pat Ream, President 
The annual golf trip to Laughlin, Nev., March 6–9, was once again 
a resounding success.  This year the two-day golf tournament 
was held across the Colorado River at Los Lagos Golf Course 
in Fort Mohave, Ariz.  Nineteen foursomes participated on a 
beautiful golf course and enjoyed a great lunch and wonderful 
prizes after the second day of play.  The top six winning groups 
were: 

1st: Rolland Meithof, Carolyn Meithof, Ted Brower, B.J. Brower 
2nd: Ed Anderson, H. Bartlett, Elvin Nelson, Cathy Nelson 
3rd: Bob Vandewall, Eilene Hoene, Al Barnes, Judy Barnes 
4th: Mike Blanchard, Miki Goodman, M. Newton, C. Newton 
5th: Bob Barbon, Sandy Barbon, Jim Shaw, Lois Hickman 
6th: Rod Baldwin, Linda Baldwin, Arnie Sluys, Rick Baldwin 

Thanks to Ted and B.J. Brower and their entire committee 
for the great organizing job. 

The annual President’s Cup Dinner Dance and Awards 
Banquet was March 25 at the Tri Palm Clubhouse.  We had 
a wonderful meal provided by the Rendezvous Restaurant.  
After dinner, the results of the President’s Cup Tournament 
were announced for each handicap flight, raffle prizes were 
presented and then we danced to the music of a great 10-piece 
orchestra.  Thanks to Rolland Meithof, his wife Carolyn and 
their entire crew for the great job.   

The Men’s Golf Club will host the Guys & Dolls Tourna-
ment Friday, April 7 with an 8 a.m. shotgun start.  This is a fun 
couples’ tournament open to all Tri Palm owners, renters and 
guests.  Play will be in six-somes followed by a lunch and awards 
at the Clubhouse.  Cost is $17 per person.  Sign-up sheets and 
an entry fee box are in the computer room at the Pro Shop. 

We will hold our final event of this season, a Four-Man/ 
Two-Man Best Ball tournament Wednesday, April 12 at 1 p.m.  
Cost is $10 per two-man team. The sign-up sheet is in the Pro 
Shop computer room.    

Some club history—The Tri Palm Men’s Golf Club was 
founded in 1973.  We were founded as a non-profit organiza-
tion for the purpose of conducting golf tournaments for our 
members each Thursday and also hosting special tournaments 
for the Tri Palm owners, renters and guests at various times. 
In past years our members have volunteered to help pave 
the concrete cart paths; remodel and paint the Caddy Shack; 
paint the colored yardage markers on the cart paths and set 
out the O.B. stakes prior to the opening of each golf season.  
Last year our club, in partnership with the Tri Palm Ladies Golf 
Club, donated the new yardage markers for the tee areas. We 
make annual contributions to various charitable organizations 
as requested.  

Our next club meeting is Tuesday, April 4 with the board 
meeting at 8 a.m. and the general membership meeting at 10 
a.m. Our first fall meeting is November 7.

Shenandoah Bible Fellowship
11 a.m. Sunday in the Clubhouse Hall

Dr. Rich Dorst, Pastor—Dr. Gene Ness, Associate Pastor— 
Roy Morden, Minister of Music

Our Easter celebration is April 16 beginning with a 7 a.m. sunrise 
service at Avondale Country Club on Country Club Drive and 
continuing at our regular 11 a.m. service. 

Shenandoah Bible Fellowship began meeting nine years ago 
with the inspiration and help of Bob and Darlene Marshall, Bill 
and Marlene Swedeen, Pauline Pearson, Harland and Marilyn 
Wold, and has seen an increasing attendance each year. Not 
only is it a great opportunity to hear the word of the Bible, but 
a great chance to get to know our neighbors.

For further information call:
Harland and Marilyn Wold, 760-343-7205; 
David and Joan O’Berry, 760-343-5537; or 
Jerry and Judy Shallenberger, 760-343-5392. 
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Tri Palm Par 3 Ladies Golf Club
Pat Jennissen, President, 760-343-3616 
It’s been a busy, challenging and rewarding season which makes 
it easy to look to starting all over again in the fall. Safe travels 
to all those heading north and an enjoyable summer of golf 
for those who remain here in sunny California. No board and 
general meetings until November 2017.  

New board members elected at the March general meeting:  
• President: Pat Jennissen  
• Vice President: Carol Gail  
• Asst. Vice President: Connie Shenefelt  
• Secretary: Ruby James  
• Treasurer: Pat Matthews  
• Co-Tournament Chairs: Barb Grundy, Bert Suppi, Sandy 

Barbon and Ann Montoya  
• Membership: Karla Wilson  
• Rules: Sue Roberts  
• Handicap: Jan Lof  

Jan Lof announced that Rosemary Schuster was our Most 
Improved Player for February. She received a golf ball, golf 
towel and a $10 cert.  

Connie Shenefelt told us how much Martha’s Village appreci-
ated the gifts of clothing and diapers for their 41 children. And, 
again, thanks to all the people in Tri Palm who donated to this 
worthy annual project.  

March’s Medal winner (low gross) was Bert Suppi (74) and 
the Pin winner (low net) was Sylvia Gibbs (50). 

1st flight winners: low gross, Bonnie Treece; 1st low net, 
Dessa Giminez; 2nd low net, Connie Hardy. 

2nd flight winners: low gross, Bev Wade; 1st low net, Ann 
Montoya; 2nd low net tie: Pat Matthews and Jean Chase; 3rd 
low net, Maxine Spence. 

Niners: Ann Dunn. 
Ann Montoya was awarded her first “Birdie” pin.  
Tri Palm winners at Desert Crest March 14: Bert Suppi - low 

net; Ann Montoya - 1st low net; Denise DeGroff - 2nd low net; 
and Bonnie Treece - longest putt. The beautiful day and the St. 
Patrick’s Day lunch was enjoyed by all.  

Our Spring Fling was March 25 with husbands, significant 
others and/or friends invited to golf with us. We all had a lot of 
fun with the Scramble, Closest to the Pin, etc. 

Rosemary Schuster won attendance money at the March 
meeting.  

The Par 3 club usually goes out at two times until it gets 
too hot. Check your email or go to the Caddy Shack to know 
what time to meet for golf on Tuesdays. For information about 
joining, call Karla Wilson, 760-343-0198. If you get a birdie on a 
Tuesday play, call Cathy Nelson, 760-343-2535, and tell her the 
date and hole number. Check with Bev Lamb, 760-343-3688, to 
see if you are signed up for the “Hole-In-One” pool.  
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Cactus Cats 
Barbara Grundy
The Cactus Cats is an inter-valley golf club sponsoring competition among 
member clubs like Tri Palm. The Tri Palm club is composed of members of both 
Par 3 and regulation ladies golf clubs that have been playing together for over 
20 years. The actual date of joining the inter-valley golf club is not really known.  

The last game of the season was Friday, March 17, and the winners were: 
• Low gross over the field – Denise Bissonnette 56  
• Low net over the field – Ruby James 50 
• Flight #1 – Suzanne Scott, Rita Szostak and Bette Johnson 
• Flight #2 – Carolyn Meithof, Marlene Desris and Dessa Giminez 
• Flight #3 – Bonnie Treece, Sandy Barbon and Barbara Pierce 

Our next game will be in the fall on Nov. 17, 2017.

Winners at the Invitational Tournament at Palm Desert Greens were: 
• Flight E: Denise De Groff, 1st low net, 
• Flight D: Lois Koel, 2nd low net, 
• Flight C: Diane Meithof, 1st low net, 
• Flight B: Bette Johnson, 3rd low net and Micki Goodman, 2nd low net. 

Have a wonderful summer everyone. Check the bulletin board for notices about 
meetings and up-coming tournaments.  

Hole-in-One Corner
Gerry Marsden: 
On Feb. 14, Gerry 
holed #15 using his 
3 wood.

In the email his wife 
Lois sent, she said 
“Not bad for a 78 
year old golfer—180 
yards.”

Agreed—fantastic!

Dave Thomas: Feb. 24
Congratulations to Dave Thomas who holed #7 
of the Millennium Course using a 5 iron at 145 
yards.

Bravo, Dave!

Gerry Marsden



Tri Palm Women’s Golf Club (TPWGC)
Wally Tecklenburg, President

Another season has sped by and many of the snow birds have 
flown north.  Members are reminded that the certs issued this 
season do not expire until Dec. 31, and therefore they can be 
spent throughout the summer and fall months at your conve-
nience.   All members should note that they must attend two 
meetings each season to be a member in good standing to 
qualify for weekly certificates.  It is the individual’s responsi-
bility to sign the register available at the monthly meeting held 
on the first Tuesday of each month.

At the General Meeting held on Tuesday, March 7, new board 
officers were elected.  The board of officers for 2017-2018 is 
as follows: President,  Wally Tecklenburg;  1st Vice President, 
Lana Reavis;  Hospitality Chairs, Linda Van Winkle and Sharon 
Waycott;  Secretary, Dar Wagner;   Treasurer, Jani Blackman;  
Membership & Handicap, Helen Adair; Tournaments, Suzanne 
Scott and Cathie McLaren; and Rules, Heather Marchildon.  

Membership dues of $55 for next season must be paid by 
Nov. 1.  The new member rate is $65, as current members in 
good standing are being subsidized by the club to minimize 
the impact of the change in associations from DWGA to SCGA.  
Checks made out to TPWGC can be presented to Helen Adair 
during the remainder of the season.  Also, any changes for the 
Membership Booklet should be emailed to Helen Adair as they 
occur.

April is HISTORY MONTH for Happenings!   The Tri Palm 
Women’s Golf Club was formed in 1981.  Current member 
Barbara Pierce was the first Club Champion, an accomplish-
ment repeated three more times; 1984, 1985 and 2001.  In 1993 
Barb won the Most Improved Award and the club introduced 
a putting competition as part of the Club Championship Tour-
nament.  Barb went on to win that championship twice; 2001 
and 2004.  Barb served as President in 1984-1985 and today, 
continues to play with the club each week.  Other Club Cham-
pions still active in the club are Sylvia Arbour, Fran Macomber 
and Yon Kang.  Also introduced in 1981 was the President’s 
Cup Tournament.  This Match Play event began as an individual 
competition in 1981, but transitioned to a partner competition 
in 2005.  This year’s winners were Lori Bennett and Judy Eason.  
They defeated Sheila Webb and Linda Sodoma in a closely 
fought 18-hole match before a winner could be declared.  

Our final General Membership Meeting of the season will 
be held April 4 at 1:15 p.m. in the Clubhouse.  The new board 
officers will be installed and our Club Champion-gross, Club 
Champion-net, as well as the Putting Champion will be recog-
nized, having completed their competitions on March 28.  

Tuesday play for May and June will be co-ordinated by 
Suzanne Scott. Contact her for any changes.  May is also the 
final month of play for Desert League.  Remember to post all 
games played during the summer to www.GHIN.com and keep 
an eye on our website www.GolfTPWGC.com for news. 

Wishing everyone a good summer!
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Tri Palm Land Yachters
Luke Salerno, President 

The warmer temperatures have arrived and many Tri Palm 
residents are closing up their winter homes and preparing to 
make their journeys north.  It’s a very busy time for most resi-
dents as all the clubs host their final events of the season. It is a 
bittersweet time. So many friends say their goodbyes and truly 
will be missed.

The Land Yachters had a full day when they held their Annual 
Spring Fling on Wednesday, March 15.  The day began with a 
golf tournament on the Century Course and first place honors 
went to the team of Judy Shallenberger, Micki Goodman, Larry 
Lucas and Omer Cohen. Golf was followed by a luncheon. 

Since the theme of this month’s Happenings is history, the 
following is a brief description of our club’s beginnings and a 
little bit about a long term member. 

The Tri Palm Land Yachters Club was started by Jim Vanway 
and Bud Van Brunt in 1978 as a Good Sam Club with open 
membership. The Good Sam affiliation was later dropped due 
to the expense. When Al Coffee became President, and Bob 
Atchison Wagon Master, the membership greatly expanded. 
It was necessary to limit the membership, which was done 
by restricting new members to residents of Tri Palm Estates.  

One of the first outings was to Borrego Springs and we return 
there every December for our annual Christmas outing. Many 
trips were along the Colorado River, but longer trips took us to 
Death Valley, the Grand Canyon, Mexico and Alaska. 

Elaine Palm and her husband came to Tri Palm in 1976. Elaine 
has split her time between Tri Palm, Canada and Washington 
state since that time.  She and Jack Torgenson, her second 
husband, bought a motorhome and joined the Land Yachters in 
1997.  Since Jack’s passing Elaine has remained an active Social 
Member. She remains very active in the community and enjoys 
many of the activities: golf, bingo, cards, the Social Council 
Dinner Dances just to name a few. Elaine is probably one of a 
very few who have called Tri Palm home for four decades.   

The final business meeting of the season will be Wednesday, 
April 5, in the Clubhouse. The meeting is called to order 
promptly at 4:30 p.m.  Sip ’n’ Dip and social time follow the 
meeting.

Meetings are the first Wednesday of each month, October 
thru April.

Land Yachter membership is open to any Tri Palm owner 
with an RV. If you’re interested, come to a meeting and check 
us out!  For more information call Luke Salerno 909-226-7638.



Tuesday Night Bingo
Play and win for as little as $10.

• New player instructions at 5:45 pm
• Doors open and cards go on sale at 6 pm
• Play starts at 7  and finishes by 9:30 pm
• Hot dogs and chili in the Clubhouse Lobby
• Minimum investment $10 to play “one of 

everything”

What are the prizes?
Regular game $45 (minimum)
Slow quickie $150
Double action $250
Fast quickie Winner takes all

Contact Rita Coleman at 760-343-5667.

Recurring Activities

Mondays
Friends of Bill W. 6:30 am–A&C
Exercise Class 7 am–Lib
Water Exercise 8, 9 & 10 am–Pool
Shuffleboard 8:45 am–Courts
Tennis Social Club 9 am–Court
Needlework Group 10 am–Lib
Billiards 10 am–Lib
Bridge 1 pm–Lib
Line Dancing (ends 4/20) 3:15 pm–Hall
Friends of Bill W. 5:30 pm–A&C
Pinochle 6:15 pm–Lib
Gamblers Anon 7 pm–A&C

Tuesdays
Shuffleboard 8:45 am–Courts
Water Exercise 8, 9 & 10 am–Pool
Pickleball 9 am–Courts
Tai Chi Practice 11 am–Hall
Spite and Malice 1:30 pm–Lib
BINGO 6 pm–Hall
Poker Club 6 pm–Lib

Wednesdays
Friends of Bill W. 6:30 am–A&C
Exercise Class 7 am–Lib
Water Exercise 8, 9 & 10 am–Pool
Tennis Social Club 9 am–Court
Stained Glass 12 noon–A&C
Duplicate Bridge 6:15 pm–Lib

Thursdays
Friends of Bill W. 6:30 am–A&C
Water Exercise 8, 9 & 10 am–Pool
Pickleball 9 am-Courts
Chip/Putt Clinic 10 am–Putting Green
Quilting/Sewing Group 12 noon–A&C
Party Bridge 1 pm–Lib
Pinochle 6:15 pm–Lib

Fridays
Exercise Class 7 am–Lib
Water Exercise 8, 9 & 10 am–Pool
Shuffleboard 8:45 am–Courts
Tennis Social Club 9 am–Court
Stained Glass 12 noon–A&C
Adult Coloring (1st & 3rd) 1 pm–Lib
Gamblers Anon 7 pm–A&C

Saturdays
Pickleball 9 am–Courts
Shuffleboard (ends 4/14) 1 pm -Courts

Sundays
Bible Fellowship 11 am–Hall

Community Calendar
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Club Rendezvous
Hours: 11:30 a.m.–9 p.m. Happy Hour: 3–6 p.m. daily.  
Reservations: 760-343-3497, ext. 310

• Tuesday: BINGO—hot dogs and chili in the Lobby
• Wednesday: Jam Session 6–9 p.m.
• Thursday: Fiesta Night 6–8:30 p.m. Food and drink specials and live music
• Friday: Karaoke 6–9 p.m.
• Saturday: All you can eat Pasta Bar, 5–8:30 p.m. and live music 6–9 p.m.
• Sunday: All you can eat Fish ’n’ Chips and all day happy hour

 ɣ Monday, April 3
Shuffleboard Club Meeting

8 a.m. Clubhouse Hall

 ɣ Tuesday, April 4
Men’s Golf Club Member Meeting

10 a.m. Clubhouse Hall
Women’s Golf Club General Meeting

1:15 p.m. Clubhouse Hall
Social Council Meeting

3 p.m. Clubhouse Hall
Thousand Palms Book Club 
“Station Eleven” by Emily St. John Mandel

3 p.m. Art Samson Community Library

 ɣ Wednesday, April 5
TPUOA Board Meeting

8:30 a.m. TPUOA Office
Land Yachters Business Meeting

4:30 p.m. Clubhouse Hall

 ɣ Thursday, April 6
CHP Officer Phillip Watkins

12 noon–2 p.m. C.O.P. Office

 ɣ Friday, April 7
Guys & Dolls Tournament

Sign-up and details at Pro Shop

 ɣ Saturday, April 8
Homeowners Meeting

10 a.m. Clubhouse Hall

 ɣ Wednesday, April 12
Men’s Golf 4 Man/2 Man Best Ball 
Tournament

Sign-up and details at Pro Shop

 ɣ EASTER Sunday, April 16
Sunrise Service

7 a.m. Avondale Country Club
Shenandoah Bible Fellowship

11 a.m. Clubhouse Hall

 ɣ Thursday, April 20
Tri Palm Womens Club Luncheon 
“Springtime in Hawaii” Pot-luck

11:30 a.m. Clubhouse Hall

April 2017
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HANDYMAN
All types of work

Andre Perez

Cell 760-391-7120

Paula’s Cleaning
Windows, Reasonable Prices, Free Estimates

Residential & Commercial
760-343-0924   760-835-0548

COMPUTER REPAIR
Desktop & Laptop, Tech Lessons

 
Bernard Paquette

760-343-2244

COMPUTER REPAIR
Flat Fee — $65 (total cost)

NO FIX – NO FEE
REGINA 760-636-0083

Weekends, same rate

Felix Diaz Landscaping
Free Estimates, Season Clean-up
General Maintenance, Lighting

Palm Tree Trimming, Cement Curbs
760-835-5786

SEAMSTRESS
Fine alterations for ladies & men

Maria Perez
760-343-3673
760-674-9709

Avon Products 
Trudy Hines 

trudyhines@gmail.com 
www.youravon.com/trudyhines 

760-423-6219 or cell 805-300-9579

Len the Barber

760-408-1586

Pedicures, Manicures, 
Waxing & Fills

Sandra Perez
760-905-0534

Buying or Selling?
Call for a free 1 hour consultation
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We have space for your ad. 
Call 760-343-5256

Advertising Prices
Classified 2.5 x 1” $10/month

Business Card 3.5 x 2” $30/month

Large Business Card 4.0 x 2.5” $40/month

See http://www.tpuoa.net/news for additional 
sizes and pricing.



History of Pool Exercises in Memory of Helen Burns 
Helen Burns wrote this history a few years ago
It all began in 1981 or 1982 when Bill Dukin’s wife, Vernice, was 
seriously injured in a golf cart accident.  Bill who was devoted 
to his wife’s recovery brought her to the pool each morning and 
helped her with aquatic exercise to strengthen her back. Soon 
others asked if they could join in—Betty Throm, Virginia Todd, 
John Corzelman, Rose Lawrence, Jane Horn and myself.

By 1985 Vernice was recovered; Bill 
went back to work and asked Rose 
Lawrence to take over the classes which 
she did for two years. Betty Throm took 
over directing the folks and I filled in 
when she couldn’t be there. We would 
sit on the edge of the pool and call out 
the directions and try to enforce the “no 
talking” regulation.  Betty started using 
music and had it recorded before she 
moved away about 1994. We still can 
hear the mockingbirds who sang along 
with the music and Bill Outhwaite and 
others whistling. Jane Horn’s husband taped the class as Betty 
gave directions. 

I think the exercise pool was built about 1990. Occasionally 
they would collect money for batteries for the music player. In 

2002, I started my “attendance record” and handed out “almost 
perfect attendance” certificates.  I claimed it “staved off Alzhei-
mers.” About 2005 the tape was converted to CD format and, 
eventually, Gary Burns arranged for electricity to the pool area, 
eliminating the need for batteries. The CD is still available for $5.

Helen (second from the left in the picture above) passed 
away in February 2017 at the age of 104.  
She credited the pool for her longevity and said the pool is 
“magic for old bones.” 

A Community Inspiration
Nancy Day
I want to introduce you to Art Abeyta 
a true inspiration. On the verge of 
his 97th birthday, Art is a picture of 
physical activity. He bowls in a weekly 
league; plays golf unless his cart is on 
the fritz; bicycles throughout TPE and 
still drives himself wherever. 

I met Art through the Tri Palm Winter 
Bowling League where he routinely 
bowls games that many younger people 
would covet.  He has bowled with Dave 
and Joan O’Berry for the better part 
of fifteen years; and Dave, another 
impressive bowler, remembers Art 
bowled 257 the first time he ever saw 
him. On a recent day, he bowled a 225 
game. Last year his average was 140 
and this year he carried a 126.

Art is a quiet, unassuming man whose team-
mates appreciate him not only because he’s 
a good bowler but because he’s always “so 
upbeat.” He smiles easily and his blue eyes 
sparkle with a hint of devious innocence. 
He once tried to teach his wife to bowl; but 
when she slipped and fell on her backside, 
she immediately left the bowling alley and he 
knew that project was over. Thankfully, he 
says she only gave up bowling; the marriage 
lasted more than fifty years.

He is an accomplished artist painting in 
different mediums. After a long career as 
a police sketch artist, he favors painting 
portraits as well as anything else that strikes 
his fancy. 

Meet Art. You won’t forget him. 

Art Abeyta
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The Famous Tri Palm Gopher Man 
JD and Mary Simpson have been living in Tri Palm Estates 

since 1996.  JD spent time in the Air Force and then took over 
the Simpson dairy farm. Mary was a registered nurse.  In 1964 
they sold the farm and bought a hardware and lumber store 
that they operated for 30 years. 

When they retired to the desert, they enjoyed golfing but 
had concerns about the number of gophers that plagued holes 
8, 9 and 10.  JD decided to practice his youthful gopher hunting 
skills. At the age of 8 JD began catching gophers to collect five 
cents each when the tail was turned in. JD said it was the easiest 
way to earn spending money in 1938.  

They began catching gophers in Tri Palm in 2006 and by 
November 2007, they had caught 500. In January 2009 they had 
caught 1000 and in February 2015 the count was more than 
2,300.  As of March 11, 2017, Mary has meticulously recorded a 
catch of 2,427 and after setting a trap this morning, the count 
will likely be 2,428 by sundown.  

Their service to the park is perpetuated by word of mouth. 
Our sincere thanks go to JD, Mary and dog Allie for being 
“gopher trappers extraordinaire” in our park.

Library Lines
Roxanna Garcia, Art Samson Community Library

Since the focus of this issue is history, I thought I would tell 
you the history of the Art Samson Community Library (Thou-
sand Palms Library).  The library is named for Art Samson, the 
tireless leader of the Building Fund and Friends of the Library.  

Library service in Thousand Palms started as two bookmo-
bile stops: the Post Office and Tri Palm Mobile Home Park. In 
February 1994, a volunteer library station was dedicated in the 
Community Room of the Chamber of Commerce on La Canada 
Way. Offering three afternoons of service, the staff consisted 
of volunteers and the books were donated from other branch 
libraries. The current 5,484 sq. ft. facility opened in September 
2006. 

Our book club continues and we make sure to carry the 
selections in regular print, large print, audiobooks, and in eBook 
format. New members are always welcomed. All meetings are 
at 3 p.m. These are the selections for the next few months:
• April 4:  Station Eleven by Emily St. John Mandel 
• May 2:  The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry by Rachel Joyce 
• June 6:  The Shadow of the Wind by Carlos Ruiz Zafon 
• July 11: The Diner by Herman Koch 
• August 1:  The Ocean at the End of the Lane by Neil Gaiman 
• September 5: The Rosie Effect by Graeme Simsion 

If you have grandchildren visiting on April 22, bring them to 
the Dia de los Ninos celebration from 12 noon to 2 p.m. There 
will be games, crafts, story time, snacks, and a performance by 
David Cousins, a world record holder for juggling!  

The Summer Reading Program begins June 13. This year’s 
theme is Reading by Design and emphasizes math, science, and 
reading. Just read three books a month and you are entered 
into the drawing for an Amazon Kindle.

If are leaving for the summer, I wish you safe travels. If you 
are staying, I invite you to come and check out your friendly 
local community library! 

Tri Palm Women’s Club
Sharon Cuddihy

All the ladies were very Irish, at our 
“Everything Green” Luncheon in March. 

The club presented its annual donations 
to selected groups. Recipients accepted 
with appreciation, and explained how 
they use the funds. Della Lindley teachers 
were represented by Bobbie Bell, Friends 
of Art Sampson Library by Nancy Gentry, 
Sarah Clapp for Guide Dogs of the Desert 
and Tiffany Madrid from the Strong Foun-
dation Learning Center. 

Our last potluck luncheon for the 
season is April 20 at 11:30 a.m., “Spring 
Time in Hawaii.” Bring a dish to share or 
buy a ticket for $10 and join us. 

Watch for summer social lunches in 
the Rendezvous.

As to club history, it started in 1975 
with a few ladies who had a desire to 
develop friendships and have fun. As the 
club grew, it was apparent that the club 
could have a more meaningful purpose.  

Through their 42 years the Tri Palm 
Women’s Club has raised and donated 
money to many local organizations and 
scholarships. We have through the years 
had many ladies volunteer their time, 
energy and ideas to make this possible. 

The Club was “dark” for a time, then in 
October 2012, Pam Treece stepped in to 
revive the club. We are very grateful for 
Pam’s efforts and the club has been going 
strong ever since. 
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(760) 770-7737
34560 Bob Hope Drive • Rancho Mirage, CA 92270

www.MissionHillsSeniorLiving.com   
Lic #336424267

Great People. Great Care. Great Value.

Call to schedule a tour today!

Our community is full of great people like Mary. Come live where 

your independence can thrive and assistance is readily available.
Great PeoPle.  Great Care.  Great Value.

I am a friend. 
I am a reader. 
I am a golfer. 
I am a crossword 
     puzzle lover.

I am 
Mission Hills.

I am a friend. 
I am a reader. 
I am a golfer. 
I am a crossword 
     puzzle lover.

I am 
Mission Hills.

— Mary, Resident since 2013

Shuffleboard Club Celebrates 40 Years 
Debbie McCready 
Tri Palm Shuffleboard just celebrated the club’s 40th anniversary in March.  
A fun tournament was hosted on the anniversary date, and a cake cutting 
ceremony was held at the monthly Shuffle/Golf/Appy Party.  The cake was 
cut by our longest (but not the oldest!) member, Jean Anderson, a world 
class shuffler, who has been a club member for over 27 years. 

The season is winding down now but players are looking forward to next 
year! 

John McCreadie, Bev Bruce Jean Anderson, Kerry Ammar and Darlene RoeschPickleball 
Debbie McCready 
This has been a busy time for pickleball this winter in Tri Palm Estates. This fun 
game is the fastest growing sport in North America, with our own number of 
players more than doubling from January to March this year. Currently, we 
have four pickleball courts—two set up on each of the existing tennis courts, 
and we alternate playing days with tennis. With the rapid growth of this fun 
sport, the need for more courts for pickleball players is increasing rapidly. 

We are all hoping to keep in shape over the summer playing at our “other” 
home, so we are ready for next season.  Come check us out—Tuesday, 
Thursday, Saturday and Sunday mornings. 

Due to non-resident use of 
(and in some cases damage to) 

the tennis/pickleball courts, 
the court gate will now be locked. 

The key is at the front desk.
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Social Council History 
Ruth Baas
“Thank you” to all those who volunteer to produce the many 
events put on by the social council. Thanks especially to the 
men behind the scenes doing the heavy lifting. 

When thinking about the history, I remembered stories about 
seven sisters who moved here. Four of the sisters are still here 
and I had the opportunity to talk with Rose, aged 97 about her 
memories. Rose bought property in 1970 after seeing an ad on 
television. Prospective buyers were invited to the Riviera Hotel 
in Palm Springs for lunch followed by a tour of stars’ homes 
and ending with a look around our community.  She remem-
bers there were only about 50 homes in the community when 
she moved in. 

Back then Social Council was called the Recreation Council and 
dinner dances lasted till midnight with live bands and everyone 
bringing their own hooch. 

Past presidents include Fern Hubrig, Len Adair, Ken Schuster, 
and Ken Paisley. Shirley Miller, the current president, is still 
working hard after 18 years. 

So, until we meet again let the roads you travel be paved with 
good intentions and good health.



80150 Highway 111, Suite C5 
Indio / La Quinta 

 
Across From Shields Date Garden 

760 .  863 .  0435 
Call to Schedule: 

Medicare / Insurance accepted 

Gentle Chiropractic care for all ages.  
Restore your health and  

maximize your active lifestyle potential. 

Free Consultation and Exam 
for 

Tri Palm Residents

Tri Palm resident recommendations available! 

Wayne Farris, 1940-2016 
Silas Wayne Farris (Wayne), 76, a resident of Kenai, Alaska 
passed away Thursday, Dec. 15, 2016 at his home in Kenai, 
Alaska with family by his side.  

A celebration of his life was held at the home of Paul and Teresa 
Farris Ostrander on Dec. 18, 2016 with family from Alaska/Iowa 
and close friends in attendance. Honoring his wishes, he was 
cremated and his ashes will be scattered in the Kenai River. 

Wayne was born in Tennessee on Feb. 29, 1940 and graduated 
from high school in Odessa, Texas. He joined the U.S. Navy 
and served on the USS Ticonderoga Naval Carrier.  He married 
Shirley (Lee) Farris on Dec. 24, 1962.  They were about to cele-
brate their 54th wedding anniversary. 

Wayne and family moved to Alaska in 1966. He retired from 
Mobil Oil in 1999 after 30 years working in the Alaskan oil fields.  
He was an avid fisherman, golfer and card-player. Golfing 
buddies called him POW (Poor Ol’ Wayne). He was never poor 
in spirit and made friends wherever he went.  
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 Passages
Helen Burns

Longtime resident Helen Burns passed away in Olympia, Wash. 
Feb. 8 at 104.  She is survived by children, Jay and Laurilie, 
numerous grandchildren, and by her younger brother, Orem, 
102 years of age. During World War II she was head of the 
Ordnance Division of the U.S. Army post in Elmira, N.Y.  She 
was a college teacher, artist, Girl Scout leader, seamstress 
and genealogist, becoming a member of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution. 

The water exercise group at Tri Palm Estates, the Women’s 
Club, and the Shenandoah Bible Fellowship will miss her.



Paul Bisbee Insurance Agency 
Calif. License #0F65213

Remember: Getting a very low price does not mean that you have proper 
coverage in the event of a total loss on your home.  I inspect each and every
Property to insure that we are offering you the best coverage to protect
Your home.

1.) Flood Coverage available for $35.00/year
2.) Occasional Rental Coverage (Six months maximum during calendar

year)
3.) Full Time Rental coverage
4.) Mobile Home Replacement & Extended Replacement Cost Coverage 

Available
5.) Five companies to choose from

One of these companies will have something special to offer you to fit your 
needs.

For a quote or to make an in-home appointment please call
Phone 760-328-7484

Email:  bisbeeagency@dc.twcbc.com
Open 8:00am to 4:30pm Closed Noon to 1:00pm

Notary Public Services Available
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TRI PALMS REALTY  
       

                                                                                                                                    
                 Susan Crawford                                                             Wesley Bauer                                                            Ethel Hooper 

             760-799-7952                                                       760-343-3771                                                     760-567-9729           

OVER 100 YEARS OF COMBINED EXPERIECE.  WE LOOK FORWARD 
TO HELPING YOU WITH YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS. 

          
32677 Chiricahua  $93,000.00        32540 San Miguelito  $89,000.00   33281 Westchester  $128,899.00  33581 Bell Road  $165,135.00 

                      
  33550 Carlsbad Cir. $143,000.        33321 Westchester $98,495.          33617 Sundance $98,000.          73381 Colonial Dr. $79,900.                                     

          
33492 Carlsbad Cir. 119,900.00        33231 Laredo Cir.  $59,900.00       73597 Broadmoor  $72,500.00        73390 Colonial $86,238.00. 

             
32491 San Miguelito $89,000.     73420 Algonquin Pl. 105,000.00       73520 Algonquin Pl. $63,000.00   33680 Westchester $159,900.00 
        

OFFICE: 760-343-2123 OR 
VISIT OUR WEB PAGE @ TRIPALMSREALTY.COM 

CBR LIC. # 01474757 


