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President’s Message
Nancy Day, TPUOA President

The TPUOA annual assessment for 2017 will increase by $8 from $72 to 
$80. Not to be confused with the monthly fees paid to Tri Palm Estates for 
the recreational facilities, this is the fee owners pay once a year to operate 
the homeowners’ association. 

Increases in the cost of property insurance, technology and 
office staffing are primary contributors to the need for the 
increase.

Office staffing will be reconfigured to more effec-
tively follow-up on CC&R and Senior Housing violations 
as well as fine collections and small claims court 
actions.

Happy Holidays and a Healthy and Joyous New Year 
from your TPUOA Board

Nancy, Jerry, Janice, Barrie,  
Karen, Linda, Mike, Pam, Wally, and Will.



TeamPetersonRealty.com

SPECIALIZING IN AFFORDABLE
CALIFORNIA DESERT HOMES

Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers under contract
Lic #’s 01224756, 01825113, 01956857, 01768516, 00698353

Dave
Peterson

Broker

Angela
Peterson

Realtor

Heidi
Gustafson

Realtor

Jim Rowan
Realtor

Bonnie Rowan
Assoc. Broker

Call Heidi at 760-898-8788
Call Jim & Bonnie at 760-797-5919

ONE TEAM
Many Strengths

TEAM PETERSON REALTY specializes in

Affordable Golf Homes

and Quality Client Relationships.

With our TEAM approach

you gain the EXPERIENCE AND PERSPECTIVE 

of our whole agency 

working toward one common goal, 

to help you purchase or sell your home 

and to exceed your expectations.

ONE TEAM – MANY STRENGTHS

COMMITMENT

INTEGRITY

RESULTS

A WINNING COMBINATION
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TPUOA Office: 32-851 Desert Moon Drive
Phone:   760-343-5256 Fax:  760-343-1828
Hours:  Mon–Fri, 9 a.m.–4 p.m.
Email: tpuoa.tpe@gmail.com
Happenings Editor: Pam Treece ptreece.tpuoa@gmail.com
Advertising Sales: Barrie Smith bsmith.tpuoa@aol.com
Photographer:  Sharon Cuddihy flaggirl46@earthlink.net

• Happenings is published monthly October–April by Tri 
Palm Unified Homeowners Association.

• Submission deadline is the 15th of each month prior 
to publication. 

• Send articles and ads to: tpuoahappenings@gmail.com.

Tri Palm Estates
Business Office:  32-700 Desert Moon Drive
Phone:   760-343-3497    Fax: 760-343-2951 
Office Hours: Mon–Fri: 9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Lunch Hours:  12:30 –1:30 p.m.
Email: shenandoahoffice@gmail.com

Administrative Staff:
John Manack, General Manager Ext. 308
Lizela Rivera, Accounts Payable Ext. 302
Sharon O’Toole, Accounts Receivable Ext. 304
Pro Shop 760-343-3669
Non-Pro Shop Hours–Emergencies Ext. 309
Restaurant Reservations Ext. 310

Community Resources
Emergency Fire Department & Sheriff 911
Non-emergency Sheriff 760-836-3215 or 760-836-1600
Non-emergency T.P. Fire Dept. 760-343-3321
Highway Patrol 760-772-8911
Highway Patrol Night/Weekends 760-772-8900
Animal Control 866-493-7387
Cable TV: Time Warner 760-340-2225
Electric:  Imperial Irrigation 800-303-7756
Gas: So. Cal. Gas Co. 800-427-2200
Telephone: Verizon 800-483-4000
Trash Disposal: Burrtec (Thu Pick-up) 760-340-2113
Water/Sewer: Coachella Valley Water Dist. 760-398-2651
Thousand Palms Library 760-343-1556
Graffiti Hotline 760-778-8469
Code Enforcement 760-393-3344
Street Light Repair 760-398-5860



TPUOA Board Meeting
 ɣ Wednesday, Dec. 7, 8:30 a.m.

 ɣ TPUOA Office—32851 Desert Moon Drive

 ɣ You’re invited!

TPUOA Homeowners’ Meeting
Saturday, Dec. 10 at 10 a.m. 
This is your TPUOA (Tri Palm Unified Owners Association) 
Homeowners monthly meeting in the Clubhouse Hall. Come, 
meet your neighbors and share your thoughts for the good of 
Tri Palm Estates. Also, great donuts!
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TPUOA News
Parting Thoughts
Barrie Smith, TPUOA Treasurer
(At the completion of his term of service with the TPUOA Board, Barrie shares his thoughts on volunteerism and continued controversy over 
the “settlement agreement”. The article was edited for length.)

Each month approximately 200 people attend the general 
meeting of the homeowners association, perhaps representing 
only 150 homes out of over 1600 in the community. This 
small sampling has generally supported the Board and under-
stands what is required to manage an association with 1627 
members. 

However, this small turnout is indicative of the lack of 
participation in doing the work of the association. The 
association has been volunteer-based but fewer and fewer 
volunteers are stepping up to work on the board and 
committees.

The end result is the continual increase of the assessment 
fee to hire additional staff and independent contractors to do 
the work previously handled by volunteers.

To maintain the association at the necessary level to ensure 
our future enjoyment, people need to take personal respon-
sibility and become more involved in the management of the 
association.

I see three elements in our community:
1. Those who are ready and willing to pay increased assess-

ments for a better community
2. Those who complain and cause unrest 
3. Those who live on minimal incomes where any increase 

challenges their living condition.

The third group is best served through controlling costs; 
and that works through volunteers coming forward to keep 
the association functional without the need for more paid 
help.

We are all here to enjoy retirement; but without a working 
association, we could easily be a Desert Hot Springs or 
another Family Section. It’s easy to sit back and watch, not so 
easy to make a contribution.

Case in point, we have been sued, and that means that 
YOU have been sued, by two individuals, representing a few 

members, who are focused only on the maintenance fees 
when the greater issue decided several years ago was much 
more broad-based. 

The settlement agreement directed by the bankruptcy 
court gave us significant benefits that have improved our 
lifestyle which are being completely ignored.

The benefits include: 
• Recovery of over $400,000 in legal fees that avoided a 

significant special assessment to get us out of debt.
• Recovery of $850,000 from the sale proceeds to cover 

deferred maintenance which was spent with the board’s 
oversight.

• Resolution of the public or private controversy by 
declaring the facilities to be private during the winter 
season.

• Right of the association to monitor and influence the 
activities that take place in the Clubhouse to ensure they 
are not in conflict with the lifestyle of a 55+ community.

• Requirement that the new owner had to invest a 
minimum of $2.5 million in capital improvements.

Strangely missing in all the fee discussion is the fact that 
the fees had already been increased by Shenandoah. All the 
association agreed to do in the settlement agreement was to 
withdraw its arbitration case opposing those fees. The fee 
increase was destined to happen, one way or another. I submit 
it was not a difficult decision to withdraw from arbitration in 
exchange for all the things listed above. 

We have good ownership who are willing partners, and I 
for one feel the park is much improved in the ten years I have 
resided here.

If we want to ensure a continued level of enjoyment, we 
must either step up and volunteer, or get ready to pay for the 
services we want and need.



Dave Blair

Zack Wallway and 
Andrini Tripodi

Cindy Wallway

Bob Patterson

Dave, Elena, Sonja, Ana and Juan
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TPE&CC News
Things are Happening Around Here
Juan Alcantara, Clubhouse Facilities Manager

Things are sure happening around here!

So many events and club meetings! My staff and I are busy 
little beavers setting up and breaking down all the different 
events. Thanks to Zack Wallway and Andrina Tripodi for all 
their efforts in the setup and breakdown. We wax and buff the 
floors every Monday morning to keep that shine looking good.

At the pool we have been staying on top of the ant issue.  
The pool deck is pressure washed every Friday by David Blair 
and we try to be done before the pool exercise class begins. 

Bob Patterson keeps the pool and patio furniture wiped 
clean and orderly. 

We try to have everything “table-ready” for our residents 
and guests by 8 a.m. 

Many of you know Cindy Wallway who works the front desk 
on weekends. Cindy is now your weekday concierge and you 
will see Ron Sherwood and Zack Wallway at the front desk 
during the evening hours. Peggy Gelineau will be at the front 
desk Saturdays and Sundays. Peggy also takes charge of the 
family pool three days a week.

Let’s not forget our two hard working housekeepers Elena 
and Ana Pimental. They are just amazing at their job which 
makes mine easier. One of them is on duty 5 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
seven days a week. 

Thanks to everyone for helping to keep the pool gate 
closed. It is greatly appreciated. We also ask that you not park 
your golf carts on the pool deck—some carts have blocked the 
outside showers. Please be mindful and courteous when you 
use the pool gate. 

Anything that the staff and I can do to make your season 
more enjoyable, please ask. And, thank you for all your 
positive comments and suggestions.
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Golfing News
Tri Palm Par 3 Ladies Club
Pat Jennissen, President, 760-343-3616

Welcome back to our 2016/17 golf season. The Par 3 
Century Course and the Par 3 Ladies Club have started out 
with some challenges, and by working together we will soon 
be back on track. Watch the bulletin board for announce-
ments and events. A fire near hole 7 took out the power to the 
sprinkler system. Holes 1 to 5 look fantastic and inviting; and 
work is progressing on 6 to 9. 

Thanks to the regulation ladies for allocating holes on the 
big course for our play on Tuesday morning while waiting for 
the Par 3 opening. 

Family health issues are keeping Barb Grundy in Canada 
this season. She sends greetings to all and plans to be back 
in March. Barb works hard to organize and score our many 
games and we miss her. Thanks to Sandy Barbon for volun-
teering to step in and work with Bert Suppi and Bev Lamb to 
ensure our golf times and tournaments are arranged, scored 
and prizes awarded.

The next board meeting is Monday, Dec. 5 at 9:30 a.m. in 
the side room of the Clubhouse Hall. The general meeting is at 
2:30 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 13 in the Clubhouse Hall.

Our Christmas party is Thursday, Dec. 8 at Desert Falls 
Country Club. The ladies of our club and the regulation ladies 
will participate, lunch is always delicious, and there are always 
many presents.

Jan Lof announced “Most Improved Player” awards: 
• Moira Jaques for February
• Carol Ahl for March
• Ann Dunn for April

Big & Little Sister was played Nov. 29; and winners will be 
acknowledged next month. Many of our ladies worked hard to 
ensure the success of this yearly tournament. 

• Our club hosts Guys & Dolls on Friday, Dec. 2. Lunch will 
be catered by Club Rendezvous Restaurant. 

• Our Christmas Scramble is Dec. 13. Don’t forget to sign 
up.  

• In December we accept cash/check donations from Tri 
Palm residents to purchase clothing for children living at 
Martha’s Village.

The Club Championship, Fewest Putts, Eclectic and quali-
fying for the President’s Club start on Jan. 10. The Club 
Championship and Fewest Putts are played for three weeks. 
The Eclectic is played for five or six weeks. You play, Moira and 
Judy keep your scores, and winners get paid at the end of the 
tourniment.

The new golf shirts with the new logo are dark turquoise 
and white. If you have not ordered your shirt, please contact 
Sylvia Gibbs at 760-343-3830. The cost is $25. Please wear 
team shirts when we play on Tuesdays.

Please check the Caddyshack for any additional information 
or changes. If you’re interested in joining, please call Judy at 
760-343-1662.

Cactus Cats Ladies Golf Club
Officers for the year are: 
• Denise Dundas, President   
• Denise Bissonette, Vice President   
• Laurie Bayliss, Treasurer 
• Sue Roberts, Secretary   
• Sandy Barbon, Away Play Coordinator 

Winners for the monthly tournament are:
• Low Gross over field: Susanne Scott 39
• Low Net over field: Jan Lof 16

Flight 1 Hdcp. 15-28:
• Low Gross: Dianne Fish 40 
• 1st Low Net: Diane Oda 21
• 2nd Low Net: Denise Bissonnette 22 c/o
• 3rd Low Net: Dar Hill 22

Flight 2 Hdcp. 29-38:
• Low Gross: Marlene Desris 45
• 1st Low Net: Pat Jennisen 18
• 2nd Low Net: Bonnie Treece 19 c/o
• 3rd Low Net: Carolyn Meithof 19

Cactus Cats members also participate in away play 
tournaments with other clubs in the Coachella Valley. First 
tournament of the season is Monday, Dec. 5 at Ivey Ranch. 
Good luck to all our players. We will report on the winners in 
next month’s issue.

The next scheduled game at Tri Palm is Friday, Dec. 16. 
Please check the bulletin board for any changes.

If you are a member of either of the women’s golf clubs, 
you are welcome to join our club. Call Sandy Barbon or Diane 
Oda for more information.

Merry Christmas, everyone! I miss you all.  Have a 
wonderful holiday season.

Barbara Grundy 
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Golfing News

Second Season Golf Club
Bill Davis, Vice President

Welcome back for a new golf season. The golf course is 
in great shape thanks to Juan Martinez and his crew. Let’s all 
work to help keep the course in as good condition as possible.

 
Our first tournament is a Calcutta on Thursday, Dec. 8.

SSGC invites both new owners and existing owners to join 
our men’s club. We have many tournaments and all members 
are invited to participate. 

Let’s all go out and enjoy each day that we get to play this 
great game of golf. 

Tri Palm Women’s Golf Club
Wally Tecklenburg, President
Well, the new season of golf has started and on behalf of the 
club and all the ladies we want to congratulate Juan Martinez 
and his team for the great job they did to get the course in 
such good shape.  “Best we’ve ever seen!” was the comment 
made by most players.

The first membership meeting was held on Nov. 1 with 
a good turnout including ten new members.   Membership 
booklets are scheduled to be available at the Jan. 2 meeting.   
If you have any changes / updates since last season, please 
email them to frostyadair@gmail.com  immediately.  It’s 
always helpful to have the updated phone numbers and email 
addresses each season as your board is using email and the 
website to communicate matters of interest.

A, B and C Teams have been registered to compete in this 
season’s DWGA Match Play Competition.  The schedule of play 
will be finalized Dec. 7 with play beginning in January.  Our 
club will compete against Palm Desert Greens and Oasis Golf 
Club. Unfortunately Date Palm and Desert Sunbirds will not 
field teams.  Kathy Humphrey will lead A Team. We are still 
looking for volunteer captains for B & C Teams.

We kicked off the new season of regulation play on Nov. 
8 with a new playing option for ladies who have a registered 
index of 30.0 or higher.  These ‘Golden Girls’ have an option, 
on a weekly basis, to play from the gold tees if they so desire.  
The playing foursomes are created from the club roster but 
the competitive results are based on tee flights—Combo 
White or Gold.  The feedback so far is extremely positive. 
To accommodate this initiative, Bylaw changes have been 
posted in the Caddyshack, voting on the necessary changes 
will be held at the Dec. 6 meeting.   The first Guys & Dolls 

Tournament hosted by the club was held Nov. 18.  We had a 
great day and thanks to Carol Gail for all her work organizing 
the signups and the luncheon.  This was followed by the Big & 
Little Sister Tournament, a day of fun for the Par 3 ladies and 
regulation ladies which was then followed by a great lunch 
catered by the Rendezvous Restaurant.  

Remember members must sign up weekly (Tuesday – 
Saturday) for weekly play.  Sign-up sheets are posted in the 
Caddyshack (Red or Gold).  If you prefer you can also sign up 
on line at the website www.GolfTPWGC.com 

December Schedule:
• Dec. 6: Pin & Medal Play followed by the monthly meeting 

at 1:15 p.m.
• Dec. 8: Holiday Luncheon at Desert Falls with the Par 3 

ladies
• Dec. 13, 20, and 27: Tuesday play (sign up in the Caddy-

shack or online)

January Schedule:
• Jan. 3: Tuesday play followed the monthly meeting at 1:15 

pm
• Jan. 10: our post-Christmas fun tournament and luncheon
• Jan. 17: President Cup qualifier (partner best score)

 For more news check our website: www.GolfTPWGC.com. 
New members are always welcome; information is posted in 
the Caddyshack.  

Wishing everyone a very happy holiday season and the best 
of health for the New Year!

Attention Golfers—Check Your 
Certs!
• Remember to check those hard-won certs you’re carrying 

around! 

• Enjoy a meal or libation at Club Rendezvous. You can even 
use them as a “tip.” 

• Don’t let them go to waste. Check the expiration dates.



Did you know…..?
Mortgage lenders require “mobile” homes to have a 

permanent foundation before they will consider providing a 
mortgage for purchase. With so many homes of this type in 
TPE, this is good to know when looking to sell or re-finance. 
Historically, most home sales in the park have been cash 
transactions; however, recently, prospective home buyers are 
showing interest in wanting to get a mortgage to purchase. 

Many companies are available to install permanent founda-
tions with prices generally starting at $3000.

When a permanent foundation is installed, the installer 
arranges for a county inspector to sign-off on the project then 
files the results with Riverside County. The county then issues 
a 433 certificate to the homeowner.

One other financing note: a mobile home must be 1976 
or later to be considered for financing because of changes in 
construction techniques. 
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Tri Palm Men’s Golf Club
Pat Ream, President

Welcome back to all our “snow bird” members and a 
special welcome to all our new members.

The next board meeting is Tuesday, Dec. 6 at 8 a.m. in 
the Clubhouse, followed by the general meeting at 10 a.m. 
The first order of business at the general meeting will be the 
election of new officers for the 2017 golf year. We are still 
looking for someone to run for the Tournament Director 
position. Nominations for that position or any other board 
position will be accepted prior to the election. Immediately 
after the election, the new officers will be sworn in.

Dues for the up-coming year will be $55.00, same as last 
year, payable by December 29 at 9 a.m. Make checks payable 
to Tri Palm Men’s Golf Club and please include your member 
number on your check.

Our club will host the Bonnie & Clyde Tournament Friday, 
Dec. 9 at 8 a.m. with a shotgun start. This is a fun couples 
tournament open to all Tri Palm Estates owners and renters. 
Play will be a scramble format with six players, followed by 
lunch and awards at the Clubhouse. Get your group together 
and dress up in your best imitations of Bonnie &  Clyde.  There 
will be team prizes for 1st place, $120; 2nd place, $90; and 
3rd place, $72; in each of three flights. There will be KP prizes 
of $50.00 each on hole 4 for the men and on hole 7 for the 
women.  There will be Long Drive prizes of $50 each for both 
the men and the women on hole 5, with a 75-yard minimum 
drive for the ladies.  There will also be 50/50 drawings in 
the Clubhouse after lunch and the awards. The cost is $17 
per person.  Sign-up sheets will be posted at the Pro Shop. 
Deadline for sign-up is Friday, Dec. 2 at 5 p.m.

Happy holidays to all.

Golfing and Other News

BINGO—Every Tuesday Night
Doors open and cards go on sale at 6 p.m.

Play starts at 7 p.m. and finishes by 9:30.

Hot dogs and chili in the Clubhouse Lobby

Minimum investment to play “one of 
everything” is $10.

What are the prizes?
Regular game $45 (minimum)
Slow quickie $150
Double action $250
Fast quickie Winner takes all

Contact Rita Coleman at 760-343-5667.
Rita  & Luell Coleman, Mili Brill, Tom Steinwachs,  

Barbara Showalter, and Jo-Ann Thompson



Recurring Activities

Mondays
Exercise Class 7 am–Lib
Water Exercise 8, 9 & 10 am–Pool
Shuffleboard 8:45 am–Courts
Water Exercise 9 & 10 am–Pool
Tennis Social Club 9 am–Court
Needlework Group 10 am–Lib
Billiards 10 am–Lib
Bridge 1 pm–Lib
Men’s AA Mtg 5:30 pm–A&C
Pinochle 6:15 pm–Lib
Gamblers Anon 7 pm–A&C

Tuesdays
Shuffleboard 8:45 am–Courts
Water Exercise 8, 9 & 10 am–Pool
Pickleball 9 am–Courts
Tai Chi Practice 11 am–Hall
Spite and Malice 1:30 pm–Lib
BINGO 6 pm–Hall
Poker Club 6 pm–Lib
Shufflers 6 pm–Court

Wednesdays
Exercise Class 7 am–Lib
Water Exercise 8, 9 & 10 am–Pool
Tennis Social Club 9 am–Court
Stained Glass 12 noon–A&C
Dominos (1st & 3rd) 1 pm-Lib
Duplicate Bridge 6:15 pm–Lib

Thursdays
Water Exercise 8, 9 & 10 am–Pool
Pickleball 9 am-Courts
Quilting/Sewing Group 12 noon–A&C
Party Bridge 1 pm–Lib
Pinochle 6:15 pm–Lib

Fridays
Exercise Class 7 am–Lib
Water Exercise 8, 9 & 10 am–Pool
Shuffleboard 8:45 am–Courts
Tennis Social Club 9 am–Court
Stained Glass 12 noon–A&C
Adult Coloring (1st & 3rd) 1 pm–Lib
Gamblers Anon 7 pm–A&C

Saturdays
Pickleball 9 am–Courts

Sundays
Bible Fellowship 11 am–Hall

Community Calendar
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December 2016
S M T W T F S

1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Club Rendezvous
Hours: 11:30 a.m.–9 p.m. Happy Hour: 3–6 p.m. daily.  
Reservations: 760-343-3497, ext. 310
• Monday: Monday Night Football and all day happy hour
• Tuesday: BINGO—hot dogs and chili in the Lobby
• Wednesday: Jam Session 6–9 p.m.
• Thursday: Fiesta Night 6–8:30 p.m. Food and drink specials and live music
• Friday: Karaoke 6–9 p.m.
• Saturday: All you can eat Pasta Bar, 5–8:30 p.m. and live music 6–9 p.m.
• Sunday: All you can eat Fish ’n’ Chips and all day happy hour

 ɣ Thursday, Dec. 1
CHP Officer Christopher Prietto

12 noon–2 p.m. C.O.P. Office

 ɣ Friday, Dec. 2
Guys & Dolls Tournament

 ɣ Monday, Dec. 5
Shuffleboard Club Meeting

8 a.m. Clubhouse Hall

Cactus Cats @ Ivey Ranch

Clubhouse Hall & Tree Decorating
4 p.m. Clubhouse Hall

 ɣ Tuesday, Dec. 6
Men’s Golf Club Member Meeting

10 a.m. Clubhouse Hall
Women’s Golf Club Member Meeting

1:15 p.m. Clubhouse Hall
Social Council Meeting

3 p.m. Clubhouse Hall

 ɣ Wednesday, Dec. 7
TPUOA Board Meeting

8:30 a.m. TPUOA Office
Landyachters Business Meeting

4:30 p.m. Clubhouse Hall

 ɣ Thursday, Dec. 8
Women’s Golf Clubs Holiday Luncheon

Desert Falls Country Club

 ɣ Friday, Dec. 9
Bonnie & Clyde Tournament

 ɣ Tuesday, Dec. 13
Par 3 Ladies’ Golf Member Meeting

2:30 p.m. Clubhouse Hall

 ɣ Saturday, Dec. 10
Homeowners Meeting

10 a.m. Clubhouse Hall

 ɣ Sunday, Dec. 11
Chef’s Breakfast

8–9:30 a.m. Clubhouse Hall

 ɣ Monday, Dec. 12
Golf Cart Parade

4 p.m. back parking lot

 ɣ Thursday, Dec. 15
Tri Palm Women’s Club Luncheon

11:30 a.m. Clubhouse Hall
Citizens on Patrol (C.O.P.) Meeting

7 p.m. Clubhouse Hall

 ɣ Friday, Dec. 16
Cactus Cats Tournament

8 a.m. Pro Shop Club Room

 ɣ Sunday, Dec. 25
Merry Christmas

 ɣ Saturday, Dec. 31
New Years Eve Celebration

5:30 Clubhouse Hall
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Rusty’s Notary Public
Loan Signing Specialist
Have Stamp Will Travel

714-473-0262  706-343-5686

Paula’s Cleaning
Windows, Reasonable Prices, Free Estimates

Residential & Commercial
760-343-0924   760-835-0548

COMPUTER REPAIR
Desktop & Laptop, Tech Lessons

 
Bernard Paquette

760-343-2244

COMPUTER REPAIR
Flat Fee — $65 (total cost)

NO FIX – NO FEE
REGINA 760-636-0083

Weekends, same rate

Felix Diaz Landscaping
Free Estimates, Season Clean-up
General Maintenance, Lighting

Palm Tree Trimming, Cement Curbs
760-835-5786

SEAMSTRESS
Fine alterations for ladies & men

Maria Perez
760-343-3673
760-674-9709

DIANA VASQUEZ
Certified Nursing Assistant & Caregiver
2 Yrs experience Hospice, Hospitals & County of Riverside

Honest & Professional
760-880-5868

Len the Barber

760-408-1586

HANDYMAN
All types of work

Andre Perez

Cell 760-391-7120
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We have space for your ad. 
Call 760-343-5256

Buying or Selling?
Call for a free 1 hour consultation



A Tribute to a Special Friend…
Alice Tibbetts

If you are very, very, very lucky a special someone will 
come into your life and suddenly the sun shines brighter.  
Such a person came into my life in 2005 when I moved to Tri 
Palm Estates.  I went to the pool to check out water aerobics 
and was confronted by a feisty lady with a clipboard.  She 
demanded to know my name and then very briskly explained 
(in no uncertain terms) that in the future I was to report to 
her every time I attended.  My inquiry about her revealed that 
she was a self-appointed attendance taker and that she ran a 
very tight ship.

To my delight, I found out that this feisty lady lived only 
four doors from me.   I soon became a fixture at her home 
during the six months she was here.  Since she is no bigger 
than a minute, I started referring to her as my itty-bitty-buddy.  
We discovered that we shared many of the same values: 
do no harm, live life fully as if there is no tomorrow, repay 
kindnesses by paying forward with kindness, a never-ending 
thirst for knowledge, share your knowledge with others, a 
very unrealistic goal of reading every book ever written, and 
many more.

She shared with me her passion of searching for her 
ancestors and that quickly became my passion also.  In the 
spirit of paying her kindness forward I have assisted many Tri 
Palm residents in researching their ancestors and building a 
family tree of their own.  A big thrill for me was the oppor-
tunity to assist my special friend in assembling and sending a 
bound copy of her family tree to her younger brother for his 
100th birthday celebration.

Her younger brother is now 102 years young and my special 
“itty-bitty-buddy” friend, Helen Burns, recently celebrated 
her 104th birthday.  Unfortunately for me she had to sell her 
home here and now resides full time in Washington.  We no 
longer can use email 
to keep in touch as her 
eye sight is failing so 
we communicate the 
old-fashioned way by 
phone.   

I know that she would 
love to hear from her 
many friends here and 
if you do call her you 
may be rewarded by her 
famous “ho, ho, ho”.   
Her contact information 
is:
Helen Burns -- c/o 
Joshua’s House 
4702  25th SE
Lacey WA 98503
360-915-8277. Helen Burns, 104 years young
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TPUOA does not endorse or guarantee any of the
work performed by the Happenings advertisers

 Activities and Information
Social Council
Shirley Miller, President, 343-1649
Ruth Baas, Vice President, 774-6355

• Clubhouse Hall & Tree Decorating: Monday, Dec 5 at 4 
p.m. The Social Council, including Mickey’s breakfast crew, 
will turn the hall and foyer into a lighted extravaganza. 
Undecorating is Monday, Jan. 2, 2017 at 4 p.m.

• Chef’s Breakfast: Sunday, Dec. 11 from 8-9:30 a.m.—$3 
per person

• Golf Cart Parade: Monday, Dec. 12 at 4 p.m. Meet in 
the back parking lot—decorate your cart or not, all are 
welcome. Decorated carts will be judged and prizes 
awarded. If rain should occur the alternate date is 
Wednesday, Dec 14. Following the parade all are invited 
back to the Clubhouse where Tina will be serving hors 
d’oeuvres.

• New Years Eve Celebration: Saturday, Dec. 31 from 
5:30–10 p.m. Put on your dancing shoes and help ring in 
the new year. Tickets, which are still $30 per person, will 
be sold at the homeowners meeting on Saturday, Dec. 10, 
and Chef’s Breakfast on Sunday, Dec. 11. The celebration 
will be catered by Tina and her staff. For more information 
contact Bonnie Treece at 760-343-0912 or Sue Fisher at 
760-343-7507. 

• Next Meeting: The Social Council meets the first Tuesday 
of each month from November–March at 3 p.m. Our next 
meeting is Dec. 6, in the Clubhouse Hall. All are welcome 
and we would love your ideas and input on upcoming 
events.

It was wonderful to have so many attend the Thanksgiving 
Dance. It was a great opportunity to renew friendships with 
our desert family, enjoy a scrumptious meal and realize how 
fortunate we are. Thank you Jim Rogers and Ruthie B.

The Annual Craft Fair was held the Saturday after Thanks-
giving and was a huge success, with a variety of homemade 
crafts, baked goods and services (new this year). Thanks 
Ruthie B for organizing this event. Due to overwhelming 
response and early sell out of tables,  Ruthie asks that you 
contact her in September of 2017 to avoid missing out next 
year.
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 Activities and Information

Tri Palm Landyachters
Luke Salerno, President 

The Landyachters’ first outing of the season was to Joshua 
Tree Lakes Campground near Joshua Tree National Park. We 
couldn’t have asked for better weather with warm days and 
cool clear evenings, allowing all to enjoy the light of the largest 
moon since 1948. A campfire in the evenings kept us warm as 
well as cooked our steaks and hot dogs, and let’s not forget 
the s’mores.  Great time. 

The month of December brings our annual Christmas 
outing to Borrego Springs Resort.

There will be bocce ball, Bloody Mary’s, a golf tournament, 
and, of course, a Christmas dinner and party with a Secret 
Santa gift exchange.  

Landyachters meet the first Wednesday of the month at the 
Tri Palm Estates Clubhouse promptly at 4:30 p.m.   At the Dec. 
7 meeting we will finalize plans for the outing to Borrego. Sip 
and Dip follows the meeting.

The Landyachters invite any Tri Palm owner with an RV to 
come check us out. If you are interested, come to a meeting, 
get acquainted and see if it’s a club you’d like to join.  Chances 
are you may already know some of our members.

For more information call Luke Salerno at 909-226-7638.

Tri Palms Shuffleboard Club
We would like to welcome everyone who is interested in 

playing shuffleboard to come to our Monday, Tuesday or 
Friday morning open play.  Be present at 8:45 a.m. and play 
starts at 9 a.m. The shuffleboard court is just behind the pool 
area, next to the tennis courts. You do not need to bring 
anything but a smile! We will be happy to introduce you to the 
game. It is lots of fun and we are very friendly. And it is easy to 
work it in around your other activities.  

To our members, don’t forget to sign up for the Hi Ten and 
Desert Shuffler games with other valley clubs. We also have 
Singles, Doubles and Rookie Tournaments coming up. You 
might be the one to get a trophy!  We look forward to another 
great year. 

 And don’t forget to sign up for our Christmas Party at the 
Monday, Dec. 5 meeting in the Clubhouse at 8 a.m.  

See you on the courts!

Duplicate Bridge
Les Jensen

Play Duplicate Bridge every Wednesday at 6:15 p.m.  in the 
Clubhouse Library.  If you don’t have a partner, call Les Jensen 
at 760-343-2315 and he will try to get you a partner.

Library Lines
Roxanna Garcia, Thousand Palms Library Manager

The Adult Book Club meets on Tuesday, Dec. 6 at 3 p.m. to 
discuss Middlesex by Jeffrey Eugenides. This multigenerational 
novel won the Pulitzer Prize in 2003. New members are always 
welcome! Free refreshments provided!

Computer classes continue with Basic Computers, Internet, 
and Email on Wednesdays at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. Sign up for 
one or all three classes. After those classes, Microsoft Word, 
Excel, and PowerPoint will be in the same time slots. The 
“1-2-3 Help” sessions for technology questions are 30-minute 
one-on-one instruction Saturday 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Reserve 
your spot; call 760-343-1556 or drop by the library.

The Friends of the Library will host a shopping day 
on Saturday, Dec. 10 at Barnes & Noble at the Westfield 
Shopping Center in Palm Desert. The Friends of the Art 
Samson Community Library is a volunteer nonprofit organi-
zation that advocates a strong relationship between the public 
library and the community. 

Just mention the Friends of the Thousand Palms Library 
when you make your purchase that day and we get a portion. 
Alternatively, you can purchase items online Dec. 10-15.  Use 
book fair ID #12029906 when you check-out online.  

Consider joining our Friends group; new members are 
always welcome! 

Pick up a season calendar at the library and check-out our 
Facebook page, Art Samson Community Library – Thousand 
Palms.  Happy Holidays!

Pickleball
Eva Hambley 

Welcome back all you enthusiastic pickleball players! We 
had to change our time from 9 a.m. to 8 a.m. in November 
because it was still too hot! But now the temperatures should 
be just about perfect.

Please give me your contact information. I will make a list of 
email addresses or phone numbers of all players to distribute. 
This will make it easier to arrange pick-up games. 

See you on the courts!



Passages Ruby Butcher Tanner
May 23, 1919 – October 30, 2016

Ruby Butcher Tanner, age 97 passed away on Oct. 30, 2016 at Mission Hills 
Assisted Living in Rancho Mirage, Calif.

Ruby was a long time resident of Montour Falls, N.Y. and worked for Shepard 
Niles for over 30 years. She was born on May 23, 1919 in Jobs Corner, Pa. at a place 
called Pumpkin Hill. Ruby was one of 12 children. She graduated with honors from 
Millerton High School in Pennsylvania in 1936. Ruby married Bill Tanner of Montour 
Falls in 1941 and had two children, Pat Specchio of Thousand Palms, Calif. and 
Andrew Tanner of Orange City, Fla.

After retiring from Shepard Niles, Ruby lived in Deland, Fla. with her devoted 
friend Howard Hendricks and spent a great deal of time with her brothers and 
sisters. She moved to California in 1999 to live with her daughter and son-in-law, 
Ted Specchio.

Ruby’s favorite pastime was playing cards and going to the casino. She was a 
champion euchre player at the Watkins Glen Elks for years and would not hesitate to 
inform her fellow card players that she had the trophies to prove it.  It’s your deal, 
Ruby !!!

Ruby will be greatly missed by her family and friends.

Celtil “Cel” Touchon
February 5, 1940 – August 4, 2016

Celtil was a full-time resident of Tri Palm Estates for the past 16 years along with 
his wife Cathy until her passing in 2011. 

Cel enjoyed the outdoors and managed a campground in Crestline, Calif. for most 
of his adult life. He was often seen hanging out on his back patio having a smoke and 
a martini. He loved watching the golfers come by his Tri Palms home although he 
never played a game of golf in his life. In addition to several close friends here in the 
desert, he leaves behind one daughter, Gigi Touchon-Grebb, five grandchildren, and 
five nieces and nephews. 

A celebration of his life/open house is scheduled for Saturday, Dec. 3 from noon 
until 3 p.m. at his residence here in Tri Palm Estates, 32-510 San Miguelito Drive.
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Shenandoah Bible Fellowship
11 a.m. Every Sunday Morning in the Clubhouse

Dr. Rich Dorst, Pastor * Dr. Gene Ness, Associate Pastor * Roy Morden, Minister of Music

Shenandoah Bible Fellowship has resumed services on Sundays at 11 a.m., in the Clubhouse Hall, and continuing each Sunday 
thru April 2017.  We have people from many different states and from Canada joining us in our Christian, non-denominational 
church.  We do hope many more of you will feel free to come on Sunday mornings to experience the warm fellowship in our 
traditional worship services.

Also, on Christmas Eve, Saturday, Dec. 24, we will be joining our sister church, Community Church of Joy, for a special 
Christmas Eve service at 5 p.m. to be held at Community Church of Joy, which  is located on Monterey Avenue, south of Frank 
Sinatra Drive and is held in the St. Garabed’s Armenian Church.  Please join us for a beautiful Christmas celebration.

If you would like further information, please call one of our Church Council members: Harland and Marilyn Wold at 
760-343-7205; David and Joan O’Berry at 760-343-5537;  or  Jerry and Judy Shallenberger at 760-343-5392.



“ My name is Mary. 
I have been a resident 

since 2013,  
and I absolutely 

love it here! ”

(760) 770-7737
34560 Bob Hope Drive • Rancho Mirage, CA 92270

www.MissionHillsSeniorLiving.com   
Lic #336424267

Great People. Great Care. Great Value.

Call to schedule a tour today!

TOUR IN DECEMBER AND BE ENTERED INTO A 
DRAWING FOR A RESTAURANT GIFT CARD, GOLF 

OR SPA PACKAGE! WINNER WILL BE DRAWN ON 1/3/2017
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Activities and Information
Tri Palm Women’s Club
Trudy Hines, President

 Thanks to all who dressed to impress for our Halloween 
costume parade and congratulation to the winner, Lois 
Hickman. We are grateful for our delicious Thanksgiving feast 
and give thanks to the Guide Dogs of the Desert for the visit at 
our November luncheon.

You can look forward to an “Elvis Christmas” presenting 
singer Chris Stockman on Thursday, Dec. 15 at 11:30 a.m.  
Mark your calendars for this musical luncheon, and when you 
do be sure to mark the third Thursday in each month through 
April 2017 for a Women’s Club luncheon.

Tell your friends and bring them out for a festive luncheon. 
See details on the poster JJJ

Take a Quick Trip 
to the San Andreas Fault

Did you know you live just a few miles from the San 
Andreas Fault and that you can walk right up to it and look at 
it?  True.

Just a few miles east on Ramon Road, the Thousand Palms 
Oasis Preserve is a fascinating free adventure in desert 
wilderness. The rustic visitors’ center is the starting point with 
maps and guides to flora and fauna of the area. Guided hikes 
and trail stewards are available or enjoy your own independent 
walk through the trail system.

One popular destination is the San Andreas Fault that runs 
through the preserve and is on view just a short walk from the 
visitors’ center.  Visit coachellavalleypreserve.org for more 
information. 

From Tri Palm Estates, turn onto Ramon Road heading 
away from Palm Springs. Turn left onto Thousand Palms 
Canyon Road and turn left into the unpaved parking lot. Park 
and follow the signs into the dense palms. 



Paul Bisbee Insurance Agency 
Calif. License #0F65213

Remember: Getting a very low price does not mean that you have proper 
coverage in the event of a total loss on your home.  I inspect each and every
Property to insure that we are offering you the best coverage to protect
Your home.

1.) Flood Coverage available for $35.00/year
2.) Occasional Rental Coverage (Six months maximum during calendar

year)
3.) Full Time Rental coverage
4.) Mobile Home Replacement & Extended Replacement Cost Coverage 

Available
5.) Five companies to choose from

One of these companies will have something special to offer you to fit your 
needs.

For a quote or to make an in-home appointment please call
Phone 760-328-7484

Email:  bisbeeagency@dc.twcbc.com
Open 8:00am to 4:30pm Closed Noon to 1:00pm

Notary Public Services Available
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TRI PALMS REALTY   
       

                                                                                                                                       
                 Susan Crawford                                                             Wesley Bauer                                                            Ethel Hooper 
             760‐799‐7952                                                       760‐343‐3771                                                     760‐567‐972           

All of us at Tri Palms Realty wish you a very Merry 
Christmas plus a healthy and happy New Year. 

 

                         
  33550 Carlsbad Cir. $149,000.        73383 Broadmoor $109,000.               33617 Sundance $98,000.          73381 Colonial Dr. $79,900.                     

             
33492 Carlsbad Cir. 129,900.00   33231 Laredo Cir.  $65,000.00            73597 Broadmoor  $77,500.00    33230 Acapulco Trl. $87,000.00 

                
32491 San Miguelito $102,000.     73420 Algonquin Pl. 105,000.00       73520 Algonquin Pl. $67,000.00   33680 Westchester $159,900.00 
        

 

OFFICE: 760‐343‐2123 OR 
VISIT OUR WEB PAGE @ TRIPALMSREALTY.COM 

CBR LIC. # 01474757 


